The majestic coastal property, known as the Diablo Canyon Lands, if open to more public coastal access than is currently available, should, in my opinion, be managed like the current Point Buchon managed access trail program. People should tread upon this area lightly, saving it for future generations as a research site and a preserve for the rich, diverse intertidal biological resources and the abundant coastal bird rookeries in this area.

I am in particular concerned about human impact to the intertidal areas. As a docent with State Parks and retired biologist, I understand that encountering tide 
pool organisms are a unique, hands-on experience with sea life for the public. However, many tide pool visitors often trample or harm organisms during low tide. The loss of algae on rocks from trampling can affect all the living things in the tide pools. The easily accessible tide pools along the Montana de Oro State Park, where harvesting of intertidal organisms is permitted with a fishing license, provide a stark contrast with the relatively pristine condition of the intertidal areas of the Diablo Canyon lands.  

Tide pools and the ocean's intertidal zones contain some of the most diverse collections of life on our planet and especially so along this coastline—it is imperative that any future plans for access to the Diablo Canyon lands maintain that diversity. 

.  

My other concern regarding the management of the Diablo Canyon Lands is the protection of numerous cultural sites, some dating to over 9000 years old, that without a managed access plan would attract collectors who know how to detect these sensitive Native American sites.  Cal Poly’s Anthropology department has worked with the Native American community and currently have several study sites along this coastline. Many of these cultural sites are easily accessible along the current Point Buchon trail, but those who may be searching for artifacts are directed by trail attendants to stay on trail. The trail attendants are aware of these cultural site locations and protect them from human disturbance.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I urge you to work with organizations like Land Conservancy of SLO, Wildland’s Conservancy group, or UC Reserve system. I also urge the engagement panel to support the preservation of these lands by developing managed access programs to keep
this majestic coastline as pristine as possible.

